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shelter in the Bourbon, as the deeper stream. After
this the english were besieged; but they surrendered
voluntarily, and upon humiliating terms. Immedi-
ately we celebrated solemn thanksgiving service to
God: the cross was raised on high, and at last in
this wilderness honor was paid to the sacred stand-
ard of christ. '

Since our arrival here I have been busy continu-
ally, owing to three causes: the plenary indulgence,
granted by the Supreme Pontiff after the custom of
the year of Jubilee; the feast of Easter, which
occurred meanwhile; and, besides, a plague which
broke out. Accordingly, that I might arouse the
piety of all, and not fail them in their increase of
zeal, and that I might visit the sick, I found it neces-
sary to hasten, not without the utmost hardship, now
to the larger ship, then to the smaller, and some-
times to the fort. The cold of winter raged, bitter
beyond conception. My way led through storms and
snows, and over marshes scarcely frozen firm,—
which everywhere afforded but treacherous footing,
and cut my feet and legs. I had to sleep beneath
the open sky; and meanwhile I was attacked by a
fever and the general malady. Still I felt that I
must not yield to these lest, above all, I should fail
in my duty to the sick.

Many were seized by illness, and twenty-four
died,—all of whom, except one or two, I have
strengthened by the church’s sacraments. Among
this number were four sailors, who before their
death abjured the calvinistic heresy. So much for
the French; now for the nature of this region, and
its natives.

The fort is situated at the 57th degree of latitude.



